
NEXT STEPS

ROADMAP 
If you can’t or for any reason don’t 
want to have a conversation with 
your financial advisor, you can take 
the following steps to get started on 
organizing your investment portfolio.  
After you have gathered all of your 
investment statements, including:

 » Bank holdings (GIC’s, Canada Savings Bonds) 
 » Mutual fund company holding (Investors Group, AGF) 
 » Locked-in/pension statements
 » Any investments with an insurance plan 
 » Brokerage statements (i.e. TD Waterhouse, CIBC Investors’s Edge)

As best you can, add up your current asset allocation. Spend some time determining if this 
allocation is appropriate for you given your current situation, risk tolerance and goals (i.e. if you 

have a moderate tolerance for risk, any goal over 10 years could have a high equity allocation. Or, 
if you are in your sixties and seventies, you are going to want to keep a close eye that your equity 

allocation hasn't become too high.) 

Spend an hour or half-day researching any alternatives to your mutual fund holdings. For example, if you have 
a Canadian Dividend Equity Fund with an MER of 2.10%, check at the various Exchange Traded Fund websites 
to see if they have a comparable product under 1%. Compare rates of return over 3, 5 and 10 years. Did your 
fund outperform the comparable mutual fund?  

Depending on your statements and investments, I am not saying this is going to be straightforward or easy. 
But I do think it is a good start, and a first step (or next step, depending on where you are with investing) to 
taking control of your financial future. 

Check out the resources page at http://themoneycoach.com/caps-2015-resources for growing book and 
media suggestions.

Nanci K. Murdock, CFA
Good Luck!

Take index cards and write every investment from each statement (i.e. each holding will have 
separate card) and add them to the following piles: 

STOCKS
BONDS
CASH
ALTERNATIVE  (real estate, oil, gas, art) 

If you aren’t sure, often a quick Google search of the name of the investment will lead you in the 
direction. Make sure to use the entire name of the investment, as most public companies have stocks 
as well as bonds. (i.e. Bombardier will have common stock, preferred stock and several bond issues.)

Try and understand the fees you pay each year for your investments. If you hold stocks, there 
should be a commission line on your statements. It is not particularly easy to determine any spread 
(price) you paid on individual bonds—don’t worry about bonds. Use websites like Morningstar 
or GlobeInvestor to search the names of your mutual funds (again, be exact), to determine your 
annual management expense ratio (MER). 


